
360    Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process

political circumstances) or to prevent points of order against the conference 
report for procedural violations. Conference reports are seldom rejected. As 
a congressional attorney explained:

[The] chief reason conference reports pass is the basic rule that such reports 
must be adopted or rejected as a whole. . . . Thus, the question for Members is 
not how they feel about any particular provision, but how they feel about the 
bill as a whole, and they can always justify a vote for a conference report on 
the ground that they accepted the distasteful parts only to save the good ones.62

Rejection of a conference report technically does not kill the bill, as either 
chamber could request a further conference on the bill or propose another 
alternative through amendments between the houses. But the practical effect 
of defeating the compromise at this late stage could be that the bill dies. 
Particularly in the weeks immediately before the final adjournment of a 
Congress, members effectively face the choice of accepting the bill as is; 
recommitting it to a conference committee, in all probability jeopardizing 
final approval; or killing the bill, knowing no time is left to move a revised 
bill through Congress.

BOX 8.3  �Calling Up a Conference Report by 
Special Rule

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 2112, CONSOLIDATED AND FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

Ms. Foxx. Mr. Speaker, by direction of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 467 and ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:
H.RES. 467
Resolved, that upon adoption of this resolution it shall be in order to 

consider the conference report to accompany the bill (H.R. 2112) making 
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2012, and for other purposes. All points of order against the 
conference report and against its consideration are waived. The conference 
report shall be considered as read. The previous question shall be considered 
as ordered on the conference report to its adoption without intervening motion 
except: (1) 1 hour of debate; and (2) one motion to recommit if applicable.

The Speaker pro tempore. The gentlewoman from North Carolina is 
recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. Foxx. Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of debate only, I yield the customary 
30 minutes to the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. Slaughter), pending 
which I yield such time as I may consume.

Source: Congressional Record, November 17, 2011, H7733.


